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	Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord
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	Next Sunday
Second Sunday of the Year

	Feast of the Week

	Monday
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

	Friday
St Hilary, bishop & doctor

	


Entrance Antiphon

The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is his, and government and power.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 71

All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement.

In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.

He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.

The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him.

For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor.

All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
We saw his star as it rose and have come to do the Lord homage.  Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

We have seen his star in the east and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

	
	This Week’s Diary
	

	
	
	

	Monday
	Mass
	9.00am

	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Morning Prayer
	6.15am

	
	Communion Service
	6.30am

	
	Gospel Sharing
	9.15am

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	Men’s Prayer & Fellowship
	5.00am – 6.00am

	
	Communion Service
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Thursday
	Communion Service
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Friday
	Communion Service
	6.30am

	
	Mass
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Saturday
	Mass
	8.00am

	
	Confessions
	11.00am & 4.30pm

	
	
	

	Sunday
	Masses
	7.00am; 9.00am & 5.45pm

	
	
	


Please pray for the Sick especially:

Relatives:

	Tris Tillard’s sister; Joy Lees’ grandniece; Theo & May Dormehl’s daughter, Theo’s brother &  nephew;  Gladys Cole’s brother; Dolores Beardwell’s mother; Milly van Gogh’s son; Karen Adam’s mother; Maryse Bowman’s nieces & sister-in-law; Ellen Ball’s niece & brother-in-law, Ginette Burne; Peter Squires; Charles & Lynn Govender’s son-in-law; Mary Kidd’s granddaughter; Elaine da Fonseca’s brother; Renee Armstrong’s sister; Jeniene Saunders’ nephew; Genevieve Moore’s mother; Jeremy Goldstone’s mother; Jo James’ nephew.
	Kurt Donaldson’s mother; Lynne Tillard’s brother; Anne Appelgren’s husband &  aunt; Elsa Pearton’s sister & granddaughter & son Michael; Graham Naude’s mother; Zelda Byrne’s daughter-in-law; Marjorie Mawbey’s nieces; Lynne Belgrad’s mother; Anna Esterhuizen’s mother; Nicole Blackburn’s daughter; Hana Toman’s parents; Frances Steele’s sister; Alma Osborn’s grandson; Irene Helsdon’s niece; Peggy du Plessis’ daughter-in-law; Jean & Pauline Leclezio’s son; Margaret Beechey’s mother & granddaughter; Brenda Ogle’s granddaughter & brother-in-law; Josiane & Marie-Claude Maujean’s brother-in-law & brother; Denise Irvine’s daughter.
	Tottie Bremner’s nephew; Caron Martins’ father & sister; Josè Martins’ mother; Nadine Paul’s mother & cousin; Esme Hallot’s nieces; Liz Newberry’s husband & sister; Norma Oosthuysen’s sister; John Bremner’s father & nephew; Lyn Alborough’s brother; Warren Walker’s uncle; Charles Sturgess’ cousin; Roger Nicolin’s father; George & Carol Urquhart’s mothers; Ancilla Donaldson’s parents; Linda Gorlei’s parents; Norlie McDonogh’s sister-in-law; Colin Melville’s sister; Mary Ann Salvage’s cousin; Challin Reid’s aunt; Candice Behrens’ grandfather. 


Parishioners:

	Hanoon Kayat; Mavis Stein; Lou Elliott.; Vivienne Mathieu; Sr. Anne Walshe; Milly van Gogh; Viaane Karrim; Irene Gliddon; Hendrika Brock; Isabel Akal; Cathy Hogg; Luc Pous; Gail Rossiter; Cleopatra Bennett.
	Jenny Ducray; José da Fonseca; Cameron Smith; Gordon Urquhart; Sue & Des Bloom; Antonio Modari; Felicity Harrison; Pat du Trevou; Deryk Bayman; Virgile Bonhomme; Caron Bustin; Mick Armstrong; Shân de Chalain; Maureen Hutton; Mary Kidd. 
	Theo & May Dormehl; Judith de Marigny; Randolph Tryon; Dorothy Warburton; Daphne Rahmer; Geoff &  Lynne Roberts; Maryse Bowman; Roger Brouard; Sr.Catherina; Lynne Govender; Lyn Alborough; Esme Hallot.


BAPTISM

We welcome to our parish community Jûlio Antônio Paulo, son of Joinel & Natasha, baptised today.
RENEWAL  OF BAPTISM PROMISES

Monday 9th January is the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord.  We will use this opportunity to renew our Baptismal Promises at Mass which will be celebrated at 9.00am.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

How can you help the Saint Vincent de Paul Society

There are many ways in which you can help The St. Vincent de Paul Society at Our Lady of Fatima Parish.  You too can be inspired by the compassion of Jesus Christ and donate the following: non-perishable food (tinned beans, tinned fish, maize meal, soup) brought to Mass every Sunday, clothes or blankets for our projects in Estcourt & Bergville, instant soup for our project at Ray Hulett House and second hand items to be sold at our stall at the Golden Hours market to raise money to feed the poor.

Your contribution can be extended in the following ways: supporting the St. Vincent de Paul Society at fundraising events, remember the St. Vincent de Paul Society when drawing up your will and you could also consider joining and contributing to the Society’s work.

Remember to keep the following people in your prayers: the poor, the aged, the unemployed, people with AIDS and for abused women and children.

God loves a cheerful giver and there’s no better way to store up your riches in heaven than making the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at Our Lady of Fatima parish your Charity of Choice.

The Society is constrained by the lack of resources.  All resources of the Society are used exclusively to help the poor and the needy and you can make a difference in somebody’s life by making a donation or monthly contribution to the Society.  Your almsgiving is much needed and will be greatly appreciated by The Society.  Should you wish to make a donation or arrange a regular monthly debit order, the following bank details can be used:

Bank:  First National Bank
      Branch:  Durban North
      Branch Code: 220-426

Account Number 62 033 860 786           Account Name: Society of St. Vincent de Paul


A SARS approved tax certificate for donations can be provided. Any queries can be sent to the SVDP via the Parish Office or email:  mjhansen@iafrica.com
The next SVDP meeting is on Monday 09thJanuary at 7pm in the Upper Hall.

And all new members are welcome.

RETROUVAILLE.

2 weeks to sign up for Retrouvaille. Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other?  Do you argue…or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking only make it worse? This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels. For confidential information about or to register for the January program beginning with a weekend on January 20/22 call 082 850 0500 or email durban@retrouvaille.co.za or visit the web site at www.helpourmarriage.com – there is HOPE – make the call.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 08th January to Sunday 15th January 2012

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Peter Blackman RIP (Ann & Zaren)

	
	9.00am
	Ruth Dods RIP (Ward & Dods family)

	
	5.45pm
	Pro Populo

	Monday
	9.00am
	Sr. Jackie Dormehl RIP (Uncle Theo & Aunty May)

	Tuesday
	6.30am
	Communion Service

	Wednesday
	6.00pm
	Communion Service

	Thursday
	6.00pm
	Communion Service

	Friday
	6.30am
	Communion Service

	
	6.00pm
	In Thanksgiving (John & Joan Evans)

	Saturday
	8.00am
	Special Intention  (Anne Chatteris)

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Victor Meneses RIP (Sheila Ferreira)

	
	9.00am
	Special Intention (Theresa Hoogewerf)

	
	5.45pm
	Pro Populo

	Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord



          Year B

	08th January 2012
   Martin McNamara, M.S.C.

	Commentary

	

	First Reading (Isa 60: 1-6).  This vision of a bright future for Zion, Jerusalem and the remnant of God’s people comes from the latter part of the book of Isaiah.  The book of Isaiah is a record of Israel’s sins and hopes experienced over two centuries or so, from the days of the prophet himself (about 740 to 700 BC), through infidelity, almost loss of any future hope in exile in Babylon, God’s consoling words of a glorious return to the homeland (about 540 BC), and the need of renewed hope even after the return.  When her hopes were lowest in exile her God could address her as a people in despair, nobodies.  ‘Fear not, you worm Jacob, you insect Israel’, he told her.  ‘I will help you, says the Lord, your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel’ (Isa 41:14).  He is both the all-powerful creator and her redeemer.  The future is his.  From the period after the return from exile we have a further series of prophecies on the future glory of Israel.  Nations from afar will convert to the true God, the God of Israel, and flock to Jerusalem with gifts.  One of these prophecies is the present reading.

	

	Second Reading (Eph 3:2-3a.5-6).  At its most universalistic height, the Old Testament vision of the future (seen in today’s first reading and in the Responsorial Psalm) was of a pilgrimage of non-Jewish, pagan, nations to Jerusalem bearing gifts to the Jewish Temple or to the Davidic king.  With Christ’s death and resurrection universalism there is but of a different kind.  There is now only one people of God, without any distinction between Jew and Gentile.  This was a great mystery, made known only through revelation.  Even the prophets of all did not have any knowledge of it.  This great mystery of one united people in Christ was made known only by the advance of the Gospel and the conversion of the pagans in the early Church, made known to and through the apostles and the Christian prophets.

	

	Gospel (Mt 2:1-12).  This is Matthew’s account of the visit of the wise men, magi, to find and worship the new-born king of the Jews.  It is important for us to pay attention to the point Matthew is making.  The first evangelist, writing probably in the late first century (80-90 AD) knew the Old Testament prophecies, today’s first reading and responsorial psalm among them.  He would also have known of the revelation of the great mystery of the new united people of Jew and gentile.  In this reading he tells us that this advent of the pagan peoples, the gentiles, was prefigured already at Christ’s birth.  King Herod the Great (who died 4 BC; Jesus was probably born about 6 or 7 BC) tried to thwart God’s plan, but failed.


Thus the religious message of the reading.  In the original Greek text and in the Latin translation the visitors are called magi.  They have become very much part of Christian tradition and folklore.  Their number is generally taken as three (from the gifts offered).  Earlier Irish tradition knew of variety here: one tradition saying seven, another even regarding them as an entire troupe of wayfarers.  The three have even been given names, generally Melchior Caspar and Balthasar (although another tradition has an alternative set of names).  As is clear from ordinary nativity mangers (cribs) the magi are very often regarded as having been kings.  Their relics are venerated in Cologne.


The magi historically are connected with Persia.  Problems relating to the historical events behind Matthew’s narrative, the historical nature of the narrative or otherwise, or the rich folkloristic colouring should distract our attention from Matthew’s central message which is the revelation of Christ to the pagans, prefigured in some way even at his birth.


Welcome New Parishioners

	
	Change of Address and/or Phone
	
	Need dedication information

	
	New registration
	
	Moving out of parish

	
	Registered but do not receive mail
	
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	Code
	

	Phone
	


Place in the collection basket or hand to a Minister of Hospitality.





















