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	NEXT SUNDAY
Solemnity Epiphany of the Lord

	

	Feasts of the Week

	Monday
Ss Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, bishop & doctors

	Saturday
St Raymond of Penyafort, priest

	

	


Entrance Antiphon

A light will shine on us this day, the Lord is born for us: he shall be called Wonderful God, Prince of peace, Father of the world to come; and his kingship will never end..
Responsorial Psalm
  Psalm 66
O God, be gracious and bless us.
….and let your face shed its light upon us.

So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help.
Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.

With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him.
O God, be gracious and bless us.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

At various times in the past and in various different ways,
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
but in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son.  Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever.
	
	This Week’s Diary
	

	
	
	

	Monday
	Mass
	9.00am

	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	Men’s Prayer & Fellowship
	5.00am – 6.00am

	
	Communion Service
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Thursday
	Mass
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Friday
	Morning Prayer
	6.15am

	
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	7
	

	Saturday
	Mass
	8.00am

	
	Confessions
	11.00am & 4.30pm

	
	
	

	Sunday
	Masses
	7.00am; 9.00am & 5.45pm


Please pray for the Sick especially:

Relatives:

	Tris Tillard’s sister; Joy Lees’ grandniece; Theo & May Dormehl’s daughter, Theo’s brother & nephew; Gladys Cole’s brother; Dolores Beardwell’s mother; Milly van Gogh’s son; Karen Adam’s mother; Maryse Bowman’s nieces & sister-in-law; Ellen Ball’s niece & brother-in-law, Ginette Burne; Peter Squires; Charles & Lynn Govender’s son-in-law; Mary Kidd’s granddaughter; Elaine da Fonseca’s brother; Renee Armstrong’s sister; Jeniene Saunders’ nephew; Genevieve Moore’s mother; Jeremy Goldstone’s mother; Jo James’ nephew.
	Kurt Donaldson’s mother; Lynne Tillard’s brother; Anne Appelgren’s husband &  aunt; Elsa Pearton’s sister & granddaughter & son Michael; Graham Naude’s mother; Zelda Byrne’s daughter-in-law; Marjorie Mawbey’s nieces; Lynne Belgrad’s mother; Anna Esterhuizen’s mother; Nicole Blackburn’s daughter; Hana Toman’s parents; Frances Steele’s sister; Alma Osborn’s grandson; Irene Helsdon’s niece; Peggy du Plessis’ daughter-in-law; Jean & Pauline Leclezio’s son; Brenda Ogle’s granddaughter & brother-in-law; Margaret Beechey’s mother & granddaughter; Josiane & Marie-Claude Maujean’s brother-in-law & brother; Denise Irvine’s daughter.
	Tottie Bremner’s nephew; Caron Martins’ father & sister; Josè Martins’ mother; Nadine Paul’s mother & cousin; Esme Hallot’s nieces; Liz Newberry’s husband & sister; Norma Oosthuysen’s sister; John Bremner’s father & nephew; Lyn Alborough’s brother; Warren Walker’s uncle; Charles Sturgess’ cousin; Roger Nicolin’s father; George & Carol Urquhart’s mothers; Ancilla Donaldson’s parents; Linda Gorlei’s parents; Norlie McDonogh’s sister-in-law; Colin Melville’s sister; Mary Ann Salvage’s cousin; Candice Behrens’ grandfather; Challin Reid’s aunt. 


[image: image1.wmf]Parishioners:

	Hanoon Kayat; Mavis Stein; Lou Elliott.; Vivienne Mathieu; Sr. Anne Walshe; Milly van Gogh; Viaane Karrim; Irene Gliddon; Hendrika Brock; Isabel Akal; Cathy Hogg; Luc Pous; Gail Rossiter; Cleopatra Bennett; Jenny Ducray;
	José da Fonseca; Cameron Smith; Gordon Urquhart; Sue & Des Bloom; Antonio Modari; Felicity Harrison; Pat du Trevou; Deryk Bayman; Virgile Bonhomme; Caron Bustin; Mick Armstrong; Shân de Chalain; Maureen Hutton; Mary Kidd; Dennis & Pam Farr.
	Theo & May Dormehl; Judith de Marigny; Randolph Tryon; Dorothy Warburton; Daphne Rahmer; Geoff &  Lynne Roberts; Maryse Bowman; Roger Brouard; Sr.Catherina; Lynne Govender; Lyn Alborough; Esme Hallot.


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS of Theo Dormehl’s niece and Janet Zangerele’s uncle..  May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace Amen

MINISTRY OF CARE

Do you have a need?  Do you know someone in need?  Please contact Deacon Peter Venter: 031 5635554 during office hours or 031 5638188 after hours, in order for us to assist.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

How can you help the Saint Vincent de Paul Society?

There are many ways in which you can help The St. Vincent de Paul Society at Our Lady of Fatima Parish.  You too can be inspired by the compassion of Jesus Christ and donate the following: non-perishable food (tinned beans, tinned fish, maize meal, soup) brought to Mass every Sunday, clothes or blankets for our projects in Estcourt & Bergville, instant soup for our project at Ray Hulett House and second hand items to be sold at our stall at the Golden Hours market to raise money to feed the poor.

Your contribution can be extended in the following ways: supporting the St. Vincent de Paul Society at fundraising events, remember the St. Vincent de Paul Society when drawing up your will and you could also consider joining and contributing to the Society’s work.

Remember to keep the following people in your prayers: the poor, the aged, the unemployed, people with AIDS and for abused women and children.

God loves a cheerful giver and there’s no better way to store up your riches in heaven than making the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at Our Lady of Fatima parish your Charity of Choice.

The Society is constrained by the lack of resources.  All resources of the Society are used exclusively to help the poor and the needy and you can make a difference in somebody’s life by making a donation or monthly contribution to the Society.  Your almsgiving is much needed and will be greatly appreciated by The Society.  Should you wish to make a donation or arrange a regular monthly debit order, the following bank details can be used:


Account Name:
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Bank:
First National Bank, Durban North Branch


Branch Code:
220-426

Account Number
62 033 860 

A SARS approved tax certificate for donations can be provided. Any queries can be sent to the SVDP via the Parish Office or email:  mjhansen@iafrica.com
The next SVDP meeting is on Monday 09thJanuary at 7pm in the Upper Hall.

New members are welcome.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 01st January to Sunday 08th January 2012
	Sunday
	7.00am
	Jac Gomes RIP (Stella Gomes)

	
	9.00am
	Elizabeth Carelse RIP (Denise Bouah & Family) and
In Thanksgiving to the Holy Trinity (Derek Haller)

	Monday
	9.00am
	Karen Pabeschitz RIP (Werner & Family)

	Tuesday
	6.30am
	Rose Mkhize RIP (Agnes Mkhanazi)

	Wednesday
	6.00pm
	Communion Service

	Thursday
	6.00pm
	Pious List

	Friday
	6.30am
	Celebrant’s Intention 

	Saturday
	8.00am
	Patsy Armstrong RIP (Mick Armstrong)

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Peter Blackman RIP (Ann & Zaren)

	
	9.00am
	Ruth Dods RIP (Ward & Dods Family)

	
	5.45pm
	Pro Populo


	Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
Year B

	01st January 2012
  Martin McNamara, M.S.C.

	Commentary

	

	First Reading (Num 6:22-27).  
This brief text of the Book of Numbers contains the blessing to be used by the High Priest (represented by Aaron) and the Jewish priests (known in post-exilic Israel as ‘the sons of Aaron).  It was probably the most frequently used single text of the Hebrew Scriptures.  In the later history of the Jewish Temple it was used by the High Priest over the people on the Great Day of Atonement.


It is a threefold blessing, each of the blessings with two members, each beginning with the divine name Yahweh, generally rendered in English as Lord.  In later Jewish history out of reverence Jews never pronounced the sacred name Yahweh; they used the word ‘Lord’ instead – except by the High Priest in the use of this blessing.


In the blessing six totally separate benefits are expressed.  Each one of them in some way embraces the others, or much of what each of the others expresses.  For a believing Jew God’s blessing meant God’s good pleasure, life, prosperity, health, well-being.  The Lord ‘keeps’ his people by his loving protection, as is spelled out in some detail in Ps 91 (90).  To pray that God may make his face shine (see also Ps 67:1; today’s Responsorial Psalm) is, again, to pray that God be near, gracious and favourable to us, already implied in the term ‘bless’.  When mortals turn away from God by sin, God is often said in the Bible to turn away, or cover, his face.  The priestly prayer asks for the opposite: that God show himself present, uncover his face.  ‘Peace’ (in Hebrew shalom) in biblical tradition is not just the absence of war.  The root meaning of the word is ‘wholeness’.  ‘Peace’ implies divine favour, prosperity in union with God.


Why this priestly prayer has been chosen for the liturgy of this day, commemorating Mary Mother of God, is another matter.  Possibly because the prayer has been fulfilled through Mary, in Jesus.  He has brought, in a fuller sense, all that the prayer asked for.


It is an exceptionally apt prayer for New Year’s Day.  What better could we wish anyone for the coming year than the blessings of this beautiful prayer?



	

	Second Reading (Gal 4:4-7).  In its original setting in Paul’s letter to the Galatians this reading tells of the new age that has come with the birth and mission of Christ.  In God’s plan of salvation there was first God’s special relationship with the Jewish people, characterised by observance of the Law given through Moses.  In God’s plan this was an era of preparation.  A new age was born when Christ came.  He came fully as a human and as a Jew, born of a woman, born under the Law.  Through faith in him, and by the gift of the Holy Spirit, the family of God is born, one in which believers, after the example of Jesus, God’s Son, call on God as Jesus himself did, as Father.  Mary, whose divine motherhood we are celebrating, was in God’s plan, central to the beginning of this new age.  She is ‘the woman’ of whom Jesus, God’s Son, was born.



	

	Gospel (Lk 2 16-21).  This Gospel reading is about the human nature of Christ and the divine motherhood of Mary.  Jesus was born under the Law, and in keeping with the Law of Moses he was circumcised, given the sign of the covenant, on the eighth day after his birth.  The shepherds found the child with Mary his mother.  They repeat what they had been told about him – by the angels who had proclaimed glory to God in the highest and had pronounced the advent of peace, shalom, on earth.  The priestly blessing of today’s first reading had been fulfilled.  Mary, in her motherhood, had material for reflection in what was being voiced abroad by the shepherds about the mystery that was Jesus her Son.




Welcome New Parishioners

	
	Change of Address and/or Phone
	
	Need dedication information

	
	New registration
	
	Moving out of parish

	
	Registered but do not receive mail
	
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	Code
	

	Phone
	

	E Mail
	


Place in the collection basket or hand to a Minister of Hospitality

























