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	Feasts of the Week

	Wednesday
St Peter Canisius, Priest


	Saturday
Vigil of the Nativity


	


Entrance Antiphon

Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and the earth bring forth a Saviour

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 88

I will sing forever of your love, O Lord.

…through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.

Of this I am sure, that your love, lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:

I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.”

He will say to me: “You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.”

I will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure.

I will sing forever of your love, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia!

I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me.   Alleluia.

Communion Antiphon

The Virgin is with child and shall bear a son, and she will call him Emmanuel.

	
	This Week’s Diary
	

	
	
	

	Monday
	Mass
	9.00am

	
	Penitential Service – St Michael’s Red Hill
	7.00pm

	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Morning Prayer
	6.15am

	
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	Penitential Service –Our Lady of Fatima
	7.00pm

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	Men’s Prayer & Fellowship
	5.00am - 6.00am

	
	Communion Service
	 6.00pm

	
	Penitential Service – Pinetown
	7.00pm

	
	
	

	Thursday
	Mass 
	6.00pm

	
	Choir Practice
	6.45pm

	
	
	

	Friday
	Morning Prayer
	6.15am

	
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	Parish Nativity & Christmas Tree
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Saturday
	Mass
	8.00am

	
	Carol Service
	11.15pm

	
	Midnight Mass
	12.00am

	
	
	

	Sunday
	Masses 
	7.00am;  9.00am

	7.
	
	


Please pray for the Sick especially:

Relatives:

	Tris Tillard’s sister; Joy Lees’ grandniece; Theo & May Dormehl’s daughter, Theo’s brother, nephew & niece; Gladys Cole’s brother; Dolores Beardwell’s mother; Milly van Gogh’s son; Karen Adam’s mother; Maryse Bowman’s nieces & sister-in-law; Ellen Ball’s niece & brother-in-law, Ginette Burne; Peter Squires; Charles & Lynn Govender’s son-in-law; Mary Kidd’s granddaughter; Elaine da Fonseca’s brother; Renee Armstrong’s sister; Jeniene Saunders’ nephew; Genevieve Moore’s mother; Jeremy Goldstone’s mother; Jo James’ nephew.
	Kurt Donaldson’s mother; Lynne Tillard’s brother; Anne Appelgren’s husband &  aunt; Elsa Pearton’s sister & granddaughter & son Michael; Graham Naude’s mother; Zelda Byrne’s daughter-in-law; Marjorie Mawbey’s nieces; Lynne Belgrad’s mother; Anna Esterhuizen’s mother; Nicole Blackburn’s daughter; Hana Toman’s parents; Frances Steele’s sister; Alma Osborn’s grandson; Irene Helsdon’s niece; Peggy du Plessis’ daughter-in-law; Jean & Pauline Leclezio’s son; Brenda Ogle’s granddaughter & brother-in-law; Margaret Beechey’s mother & granddaughter; Josiane & Marie-Claude Maujean’s brother-in-law & brother; Denise Irvine’s daughter.
	Tottie Bremner’s nephew; Caron Martins’ father & sister; Josè Martins’ mother; Nadine Paul’s mother & cousin; Esme Hallot’s nieces; Liz Newberry’s husband & sister; Norma Oosthuysen’s sister; John Bremner’s father & nephew; Lyn Alborough’s brother; Warren Walker’s uncle; Charles Sturgess’ cousin; Roger Nicolin’s father; George & Carol Urquhart’s mothers; Ancilla Donaldson’s parents; Linda Gorlei’s parents; Norlie McDonogh’s sister-in-law; Colin Melville’s sister; Mary Ann Salvage’s cousin; Candice Behrens’ grandfather; Challin Reid’s aunt. 


[image: image1.wmf]Parishioners:

	Hanoon Kayat; Mavis Stein; Lou Elliott.; Vivienne Mathieu; Sr. Anne Walshe; Milly van Gogh; Viaane Karrim; Irene Gliddon; Hendrika Brock; Isabel Akal; Cathy Hogg; Luc Pous; Gail Rossiter; Cleopatra Bennett; Jenny Ducray;
	José da Fonseca; Cameron Smith; Gordon Urquhart; Sue & Des Bloom; Antonio Modari; Felicity Harrison; Pat du Trevou; Deryk Bayman; Virgile Bonhomme; Caron Bustin; Mick Armstrong; Shân de Chalain; Maureen Hutton; Mary Kidd; Dennis & Pam Farr.
	Theo & May Dormehl; Judith de Marigny; Randolph Tryon; Dorothy Warburton; Daphne Rahmer; Geoff &  Lynne Roberts; Maryse Bowman; Roger Brouard; Sr.Catherina; Lynne Govender; Lyn Alborough; Gwen M’Crystal.


Ministry Of Care

Do you have a need?  Do you know of someone in need?

Please contact Deacon Peter Venter: 031 5635554 (o/h)

or 031 5638188 (a/h) in order for us to assist.
ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES

Our Penitential Service takes place on Tuesday 20th December at 7pm.
Nine priests   will be available to hear confessions following a brief Penitential Service.  The Service, including Confessions, should be concluded by 8.30pm.  Parishioners are encouraged to make use of this last opportunity for their Christmas Confession.

In preparation for this service a special leaflet is available from the table at the back of the Church.  Those who have not participated in a Penitential Service before

are advised to read through this pamphlet.

There will be Penitential Services at :

· St Michael’s, Red Hill
Monday 19th December at 7.00pm

· Immaculate Conception, Pinetown
Wednesday 21st December at 7.00pm

Please note that there will be

NO CONFESSIONS on SATURDAY 24TH DECEMBER.

Parish Nativity And Children’s Christmas Tree

The Youth of the parish will present a Nativity in the Church on Friday 23rd December at 6.00pm, followed by a parish social and Christmas Tree for children in the school grounds.  Braai fires will be available together with music, entertainment and fun activities for the children!!!!

Parents are asked to drop off gifts for their children at the parish office by Thursday 22nd  December.  These will be distributed by Santa during the course of the evening.

All parishioners are invited to attend.  Bring family and friends.

Christmas Mass Times

Christmas Eve
Saturday 24th  December
Midnight Mass
Commencing with a Carol Service at 11.15pm
Christmas Day 
7.00am & 9.00am
Saturday 31st December – 
5.45pm (Sunday Observance Mass)
New Years Day (Sunday 01st January)
7.00am &  9.00am
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY – FRIDAY 30th DECEMBER

Families are encouraged to attend Holy Mass together on the Feast of the Holy Family.   There will be a special blessing of families and an opportunity for couples to renew their marriage vows.  Widows, widowers, divorced and single people will also receive a special blessing.
YOUTH CORNER  YOUTH CORNER  YOUTH CORNER

MINI YOUTH -  (Pre-schoolers & Grades 1-3)

Meet on the 2nd Friday of each Month at 5pm to 6.30pm
For further information contact:

Ancilla Donaldson 083 394 3675 or Megan Shorey: 082 331 3300

Y4K  -  (Senior Primary -Grades 4 – 7)

Meet on the 1st & 3rd Fridays of the Month at 5:30pm – 7.00pm

LEADERS:

Ashley Bowman 0832646424

Kurt Kin 0714146031

Stephanie Donnelly 0834076652

Y4Y- Youth For Youth -  (High School -Grades 8 – 12)

Meet on the 1st Friday of the Month at 7.00pm – 8.30pm

LEADERS

Bradley Tomlin 0725021866; Catherine Abraham 0839998986;  Bianca Wallas:  0849161992
Y2C – (Young Confirmed Catholics) (Young Adults 18-30)

Meet on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the Month
Saturday 17th December @ 7.00pm in the Church Hall
End Of Year Party

Leaders

Edward Abraham 0837868338

Attilla Molnar 0835952932
Lloyd Clark 0827951621
PRIMARY SCHOOL CATECHISTS

Please return your books, files and registers to the Parish office during the course of this week

REPOSITORY

The repository is open after all Masses on Sundays.  We have stocks of rosaries, wooden crosses and Knights of de Gama Christmas cards available.
RETROUVAILLE

You Can Help Your Marriage–Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue…or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples through difficult times in their marriages. This program has helped tens of 1000s of couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage.  For confidential information about or to register for the January 2012 program beginning with a weekend on  20th – 22nd January  call 082 850 0500 or email Durban@retrouvaille.co.za or visit the web site at www.HelpOurMarriage.com -  there is HOPE  - make the call.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

How can you help the Saint Vincent de Paul Society?

There are many ways in which you can help The St. Vincent de Paul Society at Our Lady of Fatima Parish.  You too can be inspired by the compassion of Jesus Christ and donate the following: non-perishable food (tinned beans, tinned fish, maize meal, soup) brought to Mass every Sunday, clothes or blankets for our projects in Estcourt & Bergville, instant soup for our project at Ray Hulett House and second hand items to be sold at our stall at the Golden Hours market to raise money to feed the poor.

Your contribution can be extended in the following ways: supporting the St. Vincent de Paul Society at fundraising events, remember the St. Vincent de Paul Society when drawing up your will and you could also consider joining and contributing to the Society’s work.

Remember to keep the following people in your prayers: the poor, the aged, the unemployed, people with AIDS and for abused women and children.

God loves a cheerful giver and there’s no better way to store up your riches in heaven than making the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at Our Lady of Fatima parish your Charity of Choice.

The Society is constrained by the lack of resources.  All resources of the Society are used exclusively to help the poor and the needy and you can make a difference in somebody’s life by making a donation or monthly contribution to the Society.  Your almsgiving is much needed and will be greatly appreciated by The Society.  Should you wish to make a donation or arrange a regular monthly debit order, the following bank details can be used:


Account Name:
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Bank:
First National Bank, Durban North Branch


Branch Code:
220-426

Account Number
62 033 860 

A SARS approved tax certificate for donations can be provided. Any queries can be sent to the SVDP via the Parish Office or email:  mjhansen@iafrica.com
The next SVDP meeting is on Monday 09thJanuary at 7pm in the Upper Hall.

New members are welcome.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 18th December to Sunday 25th December 2011

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Pat & John Clarke – Special Intention (Theo & May Dormehl)

	
	9.00am
	Pro Populo

	
	5.45pm
	In Thanksgiving (Amanda Domingos)

	Monday
	9.00am
	Henriette; Claude Hallot & Arthur Bowman RIP (Esme Hallot) 

	Tuesday
	6.30am
	Holy Souls RIP (Sandra Teodosio) and
Special Intention Bronwyn (Eunice Williams)

	Wednesday
	6.00pm
	Communion Service

	Thursday
	6.00pm
	Hillary Smith RIP (Richard Smith) and
In Thanksgiving (Rob & Nadine Paul)

	Friday
	6.30am
	Deceased Dominican Srs. RIP and
Thanksgiving to Our Lady for prayers answered (Houston Family).

	Saturday
	8.00am
	Kevin & Elvira Wortmann (Geoff & Lynne Roberts)

	
	12.00am
	Pro Populo

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Philippe Bernon & Allister Ritchie RIP (Lise Bernon)

	
	9.00am
	Ercole & Giovanni D’Ercole RIP (D’Ercole Family)

	
	
	


	Fourth  Sunday of Advent
Year B

	18th December 2011
Terence Crotty, O.P.

	Commentary

	

	First Reading (2 Sam 7:1-5; 8-12; 14; 16)


That the name ‘David’ occurs more often in the Bible than that of Jesus (or any other human name) witnesses his high importance.  The promise made to King David recorded in this reading became a mainstay for Israelite hopes during the exile in Babylon and in the prophets: Israel could never be ultimately destroyed because of God’s promise of the descendent of David who would reign as king.  The Ark of the Covenant, which is the place of the presence of God, now finally being placed in Jerusalem, David decides to build a proper temple for it; but, instead, God promises David that he himself will build David a house, meaning by that a royal dynasty.  The emphasis, as elsewhere in David’s story (2 Sam 12:7-8) is on the sheer graciousness of God, who in turn requires no favours from David.  As with Abraham (Gen 15) a child is the ultimate sign of this grace; here the child is Jesus.


	

	Second Reading (Rom 16:25-27)

That, despite our doubts, we have the strength to live the Christian life is a recurring theme in the New Testament (Eph 3:20; Jude 24; 1 Jn 5:3) because of the authors’ confidence in God ‘who is able to give you the strength’.  Human weakness is of secondary importance.


A ‘mystery’ for Paul is something which, were it not revealed, would remain unknown or unidentified.  The ‘wisdom’ of God is a theme common to late Judaism and early Christianity.  God’s ‘wisdom’ goes well beyond the sort of intelligence that the word signifies today: it is God’s arranging of the entirety of Creation and history, even making use of human sin to bring forth good.  For Paul, this wisdom reaches its high point in the event of the coming of Christ. 


	

	Gospel (Lk 1:26-38).
 
In the first lines St Luke emphasises the virginity of Mary (noting it twice) and also mentions Joseph’s origins in the House of David.  Jesus is both Son of God (by his virginal birth) and Son of David.  The importance of this annunciation is thus highlighted: after 46 books of the Old Testament referring to God’s dealings with humanity, now suddenly God becomes human.  The Holy Spirit, ‘coming upon’ Mary also came upon the waters of the abyss in the Creation story: Jesus is not just a new David but also a new Adam, inaugurating the new creation.


The power of the Most High which overshadows Mary is already present in Ex 40:34 where it covers the Tent of Meeting, God’s dwelling on earth among his people.  This is the ‘glory of the Lord’ which Ezekiel (Ezek 11:23) saw departing from Jerusalem before the Babylonian exile, c. 598 B.C.; for the first time since then it is mentioned as returning, now overshadowing Mary, the new dwelling of God on earth.


The Gospel is therefore a painting of figures: of Mary as uniquely favoured, the sanctified dwelling of God; of Jesus in all his titles and as God himself, returning to dwell among his people.  At the end the angel leaves: Jesus himself is now the messenger of God. 

 


Welcome New Parishioners

	
	Change of Address and/or Phone
	
	Need dedication information

	
	New registration
	
	Moving out of parish

	
	Registered but do not receive mail
	
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	Code
	

	Phone
	

	E Mail
	


Place in the collection basket or hand to a Minister of Hospitality
















