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	Feasts of the Week

	Monday

Our Lady of Guadalupe

	Tuesday

St Lucy, virgin & martyr

	Wednesday

St. John of the Cross, priest & doctor

	


Entrance Antiphon

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice!  The Lord is near. 
Responsorial Psalm
    Luke 1:46-50. 53-54
My soul rejoices in my God. 
My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.

He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me.

Holy his name!

His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him.
He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.

He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy.
My soul rejoices in my God.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia!

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor.  Alleluia.
Communion Antiphon

Say to the anxious: be strong and fear not, our God will come to save us.
	
	This Week’s Diary
	

	
	
	

	Monday
	Mass
	                               9.00am

	
	Parish Golden Jubilee Planning Meeting
	5.30pm

	
	St Vincent de Paul Society Meeting
	7.00pm

	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Morning Prayer (Divine Office)
	6.15am

	
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	Gospel Sharing
	9.00am

	
	Parish Youth – Nativity Meeting
	5.30pm – 6.30pm

	
	Advent Service on Joy – St Michaels, Red Hill
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	Men’s Prayer & Fellowship
	5.00am - 6.00am

	
	Communion Service
	 6.00pm

	
	
	

	Thursday
	Christmas Tea 
	10.00am

	
	Mass 
	6.00pm

	
	Choir Practice
	6.30pm

	
	
	

	Friday
	Mass
	9.00am

	
	Nuptial Mass – Lindsay Mackay & Murray Hardman
	3.30pm

	
	
	

	Saturday
	Mass 
	8.00am

	
	Confessions
	11.00am; 4.30pm

	
	
	

	Sunday
	Masses 
	                 7.00am;  9.00am;  5.45pm

	7.
	
	


Please pray for the Sick especially:

Relatives:
	Tris Tillard’s sister; Joy Lees’ grandniece; Theo & May Dormehl’s daughter, Theo’s brother, nephew & niece; Gladys Cole’s brother; Dolores Beardwell’s mother; Milly van Gogh’s son; Karen Adam’s mother; Maryse Bowman’s nieces & sister-in-law; Ellen Ball’s niece & brother-in-law, Ginette Burne; Peter Squires; Charles & Lynn Govender’s son-in-law; Elaine da Fonseca’s brother; Mary Kidd’s granddaughter; Renee Armstrong’s sister; Jeniene Saunders’ nephew; Genevieve Moore’s mother; Jeremy Goldstone’s mother; Candice Behrens’ grandfather.
	Kurt Donaldson’s mother; Lynne Tillard’s brother; Anne Appelgren’s husband &  aunt; Elsa Pearton’s sister & granddaughter & son Michael; Graham Naude’s mother; Zelda Byrne’s daughter-in-law; Marjorie Mawbey’s nieces; Lynne Belgrad’s mother; Anna Esterhuizen’s mother; Nicole Blackburn’s daughter; Hana Toman’s parents; Frances Steele’s sister; Alma Osborn’s grandson; 
Irene Helsdon’s niece; Peggy du Plessis’ daughter-in-law; Jean & Pauline Leclezio’s son; Lyn Alborough’s brother;  Brenda Ogle’s granddaughter & brother-in-law; Margaret Beechey’s mother & granddaughter; Josiane Maujean’s brother-in-law & brother.
	Denise Irvine’s daughter; Tottie Bremner’s nephew; Caron Martins’ father & sister; 
Josè Martins’ mother; Liz Newberry’s husband & sister; Norma Oosthuysen’s sister; Nadine Paul’s mother & cousin; John Bremner’s father & nephew; Warren Walker’s uncle; Esme Hallot’s nieces; 
Charles Sturgess’ cousin;  Jo James’ nephew; Roger Nicolin’s father; George & Carol Urquhart’s mothers; Ancilla Donaldson’s parents; 
Linda Gorlei’s parents; Norlie McDonogh’s sister -in-law; Colin Melville’s sister; Challin Reid’s aunt; Mary Ann Salvage’s cousin.


[image: image1.wmf]Parishioners:
	Hanoon Kayat; Mavis Stein; Lou Elliott.; Vivienne Mathieu; Sr. Anne Walshe; Milly van Gogh; Cathy Hogg; 
Viaane Karrim; Irene Gliddon; Hendrika Brock; Isabel Akal; Luc Pous; Gail Rossiter; 
Cleopatra Bennett; Mary Kidd.
	Jenny Ducray; José da Fonseca; Cameron Smith; Gordon Urquhart; Sue & Des Bloom; Antonio Modari; Felicity Harrison; Pat du Trevou; Deryk Bayman; Virgile Bonhomme; Caron Bustin; Mick Armstrong; Shân de Chalain; John Haswell; Sr.Catherina; Dennis & Pam Farr; Theo & May Dormehl. 
	Judith de Marigny; Randolph Tryon; Dorothy Warburton; Daphne Rahmer; Geoffrey &  Lynette Roberts; Maryse Bowman; Roger Brouard; Maureen Hutton; Colleen Gregory; Lynne Govender;
 Lyn Alborough.


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL of Marc Futter’s grandmother.  May her soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace AMEN.

PRIMARY SCHOOL CATECHISTS

Please return your books, files and registers to the Parish office during the course of this week

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

How can you help the Saint Vincent de Paul Society

There are many ways in which you can help The St. Vincent de Paul Society at Our Lady of Fatima Parish.  You too can be inspired by the compassion of Jesus Christ and donate the following: non-perishable food (tinned beans, tinned fish, maize meal, soup) brought to Mass every Sunday, clothes or blankets for our projects in Estcourt & Bergville, instant soup for our project at Ray Hulett House and second hand items to be sold at our stall at the Golden Hours market to raise money to feed the poor.

Your contribution can be extended in the following ways: supporting the St. Vincent de Paul Society at fundraising events, remember the St. Vincent de Paul Society when drawing up your will and you could also consider joining and contributing to the Society’s work.

Remember to keep the following people in your prayers: the poor, the aged, the unemployed, people with AIDS and for abused women and children.

God loves a cheerful giver and there’s no better way to store up your riches in heaven than making the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at Our Lady of Fatima parish your Charity of Choice.

The Society is constrained by the lack of resources.  All resources of the Society are used exclusively to help the poor and the needy and you can make a difference in somebody’s life by making a donation or monthly contribution to the Society.  Your almsgiving is much needed and will be greatly appreciated by The Society.  Should you wish to make a donation or arrange a regular monthly debit order, the following bank details can be used:

Bank:  First National Bank
      Branch:  Durban North
      Branch Code: 220-426

Account Number 62 033 860 786           Account Name: Society of St. Vincent de Paul


A SARS approved tax certificate for donations can be provided. Any queries can be sent to the SVDP via the Parish Office or email:  mjhansen@iafrica.com
The next SVDP meeting is on Monday 12th December at 7pm in the small Church Hall.

And all new members are welcome.

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES
Our Penitential Service takes place on Tuesday the 20th December at 7pm.  9 Priests
  will be available to hear confessions following a brief Penitential Service.  The Service, including Confessions, should be concluded by 8.30pm.  Parishioners are encouraged to make use of this opportunity for their Christmas Confession.

In preparation for this service a special leaflet is available from the table at the back of the Church.  Those who have not participated in a Penitential Service before are advised to read through this pamphlet.

· St Michaels, Red Hill


                     Monday 19th December at 7.00pm. 
· Immaculate Conception, Pinetown
                Wednesday 21st December at 7.00pm
TUESDAYS IN ADVENT
Our parish has collaborated with Blessed Sacrament and St. Michael’s to highlight the importance of Advent and to draw all our parishioners and all Christians in the North Durban area into a greater awareness to Put Christ Back Into Christmas.  This has been  done during services at two of the parishes on the first two Tuesdays during Advent at 6.00pm.  Fatima hosted the first of these services on Hope, Blessed Sacrament hosted the second service on PEACE and St. Michael’s service will be on JOY on Tuesday 13 December.  We encourage you to attend this service and to invite non Catholic family, friends, colleagues, acquaintances and others to attend.  This united action of celebration and prayer can bring both and awareness and awakening in our communities to the real meaning of Christmas and the importance of preparing for the Lord’s coming.  
Our Penitential Service will take place on the fourth Tuesday of Advent 20 December.

INVITATION
Lindsay Mackay and Murray Hardman invite all parishioners to join them at their Nuptial Mass on Friday 16 December at 3.30pm
YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH CORNER.

MINI YOUTH - (Pre-schoolers & Grades 1-3).  
Meet on the 2nd Friday of each Month at 5pm to 6.30pm.

For further information contact:

Ancilla Donaldson 083 394 3675 or Megan Shorey: 082 331 3300

Y4K  -  (Senior Primary -Grades 4 – 7).

Meet on the 1st & 3rd Fridays of the Month at 5:30pm – 7.00pm

LEADERS:  Ashley Bowman 0832646424; Kurt Kin 0714146031; 
Stephanie Donnelly 0834076652

PARISH  NATIVITY
Calling all children & youth (5 years and older) to join us in putting together the Parish Nativity to be performed on the evening of the 23rd December.   Lots of fun to be had.   No experience needed, all are welcome and will be included : 
First Meeting: Tuesday 13th December 5.30pm- 6.30pm. Parish Hall. 
For further details or information contact: Ashley Bowman (0832646424)

Y4Y- Youth For Youth - (High School -Grades 8 – 12).
Meet on the 1st Friday of the Month at 7.00pm – 8.30pm

LEADERS: Bradley Tomlin 0725021866; Catherine Abraham 0839998986; 
Bianca Wallas:  0849161992
Y2C – (Young Confirmed Catholics)  (Young Adults 18-30).  
Meet on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the Month
Saturday the 17th December, @ 7.00pm in the Church hall.

“END OF YEAR PARTY”.
LEADERS: Edward Abraham 0837868338; Attilla Molnar 0835952932; 
Lloyd Clark 0827951621
MINISTRY OF CARE

Do you have a need?  Do you know someone in need?  Please contact Deacon Peter Venter: 031 5635554 during office hours or 031 5638188 after hours in order for us to assist.

YEAR PLANNING 2012.

In preparation for our annual Year Planning Meeting, all groups, organizations and committees in the parish are asked to please hand in the dates for their activities during 2012, to the Parish Office during office hours Mondays to Fridays 8.30am – 4.30pm
PARISH CHRISTMAS TEA 

ON THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER AT 10.00am

‘Phone the Parish Office by Monday the 12th December and let Gwen know if you will be coming, (for catering purposes).

PARISH NATIVITY AND CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS TREE

The youth of the parish will present a Nativity in the Church on Friday 23rd December at 6.00pm.  This will be followed by a parish social and Christmas Tree for children in the school grounds.  Braai fires will be available together with music, entertainment and fun activities for the children.

Parents are asked to drop off gifts for their children at the parish office by Thursday 22nd  December.  These will be distributed by Santa during the course of the evening.

All parishioners are invited to attend.  Bring family and friends.
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES.

CHRISTMAS EVE ~ SATURDAY 24th  DECEMBER

MIDNIGHT MASS


      Commencing with a Carol Service at 11.15pm.

CHRISTMAS DAY ~ SUNDAY 25TH DECEMBER






                 Masses


               7.00am & 9.00am

NEW YEAR’S DAY ~ SATURDAY 31st DECEMBER



          5.45pm


        SUNDAY 1st JANUARY 2012                              7.00am &  9.00am
DUTY LISTS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES

Duty Lists are on the Notice Board at the main entrance to the Church.

Ministers of the Eucharist, Hospitality, & the Word, Sacristans and Altar Servers are asked to please fill your names in, if you are available, in the appropriate spaces.
REPOSITORY

The repository is open after All Masses on Sundays.  We have stocks of rosaries, wooden crosses, Knights of de Gama Christmas cards & Advent Wreaths: Large @ R25.00ea; Small @ R20.00 ea; Candles R5.00 each.  
GOLDEN JUBILEE PLANNING MEETING
All parishioners are invited to participate in a meeting on Monday 12 December from 5.30pm to 6.30pm to begin the planning process for our parish’s Golden Jubilee celebration from July 2012 to February 2013.  We hope to draw up a calendar of events to commemorate this special event.
THANKS 
Fr. Des wishes to thank all those who sent him messages, cards and emails on the occasion of the anniversary of his priestly ordination.  Your thoughtfulness and kindness is deeply appreciated.
Mass Intentions

Sunday 11th December to Sunday 18th December 2011

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Sr Anne Walshe – Special Intention (Theo & May Dormehl) and
Ron Surmon RIP (Denyse Surmon)

	
	9.00am
	Pro Populo

	
	5.45pm
	Stan, Luda, Dannuta, Jenny, Nicky, Isa & Jan RIP 
(Anna Esterhuizen)

	Monday
	9.00am
	Special Intention (Theresa Hoogewerf) and
Trudi Linder – Special Intention (Theo & May Dormehl)

	Tuesday
	6.30am
	Holy Souls RIP (Maria Teodosio) and 
Theobald & Catherine Ngcobo & Family RIP (Jabu & Family)

	Wednesday
	6.00pm
	Communion Service

	Thursday
	6.00pm
	Msizi, Sizo, Linus Mthethwa RIP (Gertrude Mthethwa)

	Friday
	9.00am
	Julia Gossayn RIP (Hanoon Kayat) and
The Redemption of the Souls of All Man Kind (Derek Haller)

	Saturday
	8.00am
	Monica Richardson RIP (Theresa Hoogewerf) and
Owen Hoareau RIP (Pro Deo)

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Pat & John Clarke – Special Intention (Theo & May Dormehl)

	
	9.00am
	Pro Populo

	
	5.45pm
	In Thanksgiving (Amanda Domingos)

	
	
	


	Third Sunday of Advent
Year B

	11th December 2011
  Terence Crotty, O.P.

	Commentary

	

	First Reading (Is 61:1-2, 10-11).   We see here the essence of prophecy in the combination of someone endowed with the Spirit and given a mission to speak.  Jesus applies this reading to himself in Nazareth (Lk 4).  The language used for the poor is technical language referring primarily, if not exclusively, to those who had had to sell themselves or their children into slavery to stay alive (cf. Neh 5:1-5). The importance of the poor is central to the prophetic tradition in Israel, as they acquire near-religious status from the prophets as God’s favoured ones.


The second half of the reading reflects the rejoicing of the ‘poor of God’ in their salvation.  The references at the end to plants and praise ‘springing up’ uses a Hebrew word (semah) that often appears in the Bible as a code-word referring to the awaited descendent of David who would return as king, and so to Jesus.


	

	Second Reading (1 Thess 5:16-24).   
St Paul has already noted the joy of the Thessalonians despite their affliction, and that this joy in affliction has made them ‘imitators of the Lord’ (1:6).  Hence, perhaps, his encouragement to give thanks ‘in everything,’ irrespective of the difficulties.  There was also a need for former pagans, unfamiliar with a loving God, to learn to pray and to pray constantly.  The ‘eschatological expectation’ of the ‘coming of our Lord’ animates our Advent liturgies.  In the previous chapter Paul had already shown that he considered the final coming of Christ to be vividly real and close.  God’s faithfulness is like a great ‘Amen’ to Paul’s encouragement. 


	

	Gospel (Jn 1:6-8, 19-28).  Throughout the Gospel of John, the concept of witnessing to Jesus is all important: the Samaritan woman witnesses to Jesus (Jn 4:39), as does God the Father (Jn 8:18), and others, and the Gospel enters right away into this theme with John the Baptist.  In vv. 6-8 John is said to be not the light but only a witness.  Like the entire Gospel, this opening passage is a trial scene.  John the Baptist is a witness to ‘the light,’ and the ‘Jews’ are prosecutors.


The confusion in contemporary ideas concerning the Messiah is reflected in the questions they ask John.  At that time, the title ‘Messiah’ (in Greek, ‘Christ) could cover many different figures who were expected.  Elijah was expected to prepare for the coming of the Messiah.  John wore garments like Elijah (cf. 2 Kgs 1:8).  Furthermore, baptising itself signified preparing for a divine intervention to happen; hence the question as to on what authority John was predicting such an event by baptising.  John denies being Elijah, but he fulfils the role of Elijah in preparing the way for Jesus.  Justin Martyr in the second century A.D. refers to Jewish expectations that the Messiah would be hidden (v. 26b), identified by John (v.29) and anointed by the Spirit after John’s baptism (v.33)


The ‘Prophet’ refers to Deut 18:15-18 and the Prophet-like-Moses whom God would send.  John confesses with force that he is not any of the above.  The right confession of messiah-ship will be important to the right understanding of the identity of both the Baptist and Jesus. 
 


Welcome New Parishioners

	
	Change of Address and/or Phone
	
	Need dedication information

	
	New registration
	
	Moving out of parish

	
	Registered but do not receive mail
	
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	Code
	

	Phone
	

	E Mail
	


Place in the collection basket or hand to a Minister of Hospitality
















