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	Third Sunday of Lent
Year C

	Missal References 9.00am & 5.45pm 
Page 576 (Page 735)

	                                7.00am
Page 137 (Page 178)

	Preface
Page 63 No 2  (Page 65 P9)

	Eucharistic Prayer
No. 3

	NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE
Page 579 (Page 739)

	NEXT SUNDAY

LAETARE SUNDAY

	Next Sunday 5.45pm  Mass
Page 142 (Page 186)

	Next Sunday

Children’s Mass 9.00am

	

	FEASTS OF THE WEEK

	Tuesday

St. Frances of Rome, religious

	

	


Entrance Antiphon

My eyes are ever fixed on the Lord, for he releases my feet from the snare.  O look at me and be merciful, for I am wretched and alone.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 102
The Lord is compassion and love.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.

My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons.
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
The Lord is compassion and love.
Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the word of God!
Repent, says the Lord, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the word of God!
Communion Antiphon

The sparrow even finds a home, the swallow finds a nest wherein to place her young, near to your altars, Lord of hosts, my King, my God!  How happy they who dwell in your house!  For ever they are praising you.
	
	This Week’s Diary
	

	
	
	

	Monday
	Mass
	9.00am

	
	Finance Committee Meeting
	5.45pm

	
	RCIA 2010
	7.00pm

	
	St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting
	7.00pm

	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	Catholic Women’s League Diocesan Mass
	9.00am

	
	Come & See 
	7.00pm – 8.30pm

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	Men’s Prayer & Fellowship
	5.00am - 6.00am

	
	Spiritual Formation ~ The Book of Psalms
	9.30am

	
	Communion Service
	6.00pm

	
	A Life Worth Living
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Thursday
	Mass
	7.00am

	
	Mass
	6.00pm

	
	Organists’ & Musicians’ Formation
	7.00pm

	
	
	

	Friday
	Morning Prayer (Divine Office)
	6.15am

	
	Mass
	6.30am

	
	Altar Servers Leaders Formation
	4.30pm

	
	Mini Youth Pre-schoolers & Grades 1-3
	5.00pm – 6.30pm

	
	Stations of the Cross
	6.00pm

	
	
	

	Saturday
	Mass
	8.00am

	
	Confessions
	11.00am & 4.30pm

	
	
	

	Sunday
	Masses
	7.00am; 9.00am & 5.45pm

	
	High School Seniors
	7.30pm - 8.30pm

	
	B A S I C S (Young Adults 18-30)
	7.00pm


Please pray for the Sick especially

Relatives

	Jack Garbutt’s daughter; Tris Tillard’s sister; Joy Lees’ daughter & grandniece; Theo & May Dormehl’s daughter, May’s sister & Theo’s brother; Ghislaine Savy’s brother; Gladys Cole’s brother; Dolores Beardwell’s mother; Milly van Gogh’s son; Karon Bowman’s father; Fr. Zithulele’s mother; Karen Adam’s mother; Susie Roelandt’s nephew; Ginette Burne; Maryse Bowman’s niece & sister-in-law; Ellen Ball’s niece & brother-in-law, Charles & Lynn Govender’s son-in-law; brother & niece; Jackie Thompson’s father; Hana Toman’s parents; Elaine da Fonseca’s brother; Lynne Tillard’s brother; Mary Kidd’s granddaughter..
	Heather Whittington’s son;  Anne Appelgren’s husband & sister; Peter Squires; Elsa Pearton’s sister & granddaughter, uncle & aunt, Graham Naude’s mother; Lyn Alborough’s brother-in-law; Zelda Byrne’s daughter-in-law; Terry Fitzell’s brother-in-law; Marjorie Mawbey’s nieces; Michel Maujean’s sister & niece; Lynne Belgrad’s mother; Molly Brady’s sisters & daughter; Conny Mower’s father; Anna Esterhuizen’s parents; Irene Helsdon’s niece; Marcia de Klerk’s mother; Di Leisegang’s mother; Michael Gonsalves’ brother; Nicole Blackburn’s daughter; Clive Donnelly’s mother; Doug Florence’s mother; Rosemary Renou’s mother; Frances Steele’s niece; Nadine Paul’s parents; John Bremner’s father & nephew.;.
	Fr. Des’ father; Dorothy Stephens’ mother; Peggy du Plessis’ daughter-in-law; Louise Rodrigues’ mother; Denise Irvine’s daughter; Gabi van der Merwe’s aunt; Norlie McDonogh’s cousins; Marlene Snell’s father; Tottie Bremner’s nephew;  Mark McCall’s sister; Caron Martins’ father & cousin; Josè Martins’ mother; Jo James’ nephew; Jean & Pauline Leclezio’s son; Liz Newberry’s husband & sister; Lara Mellon’s father; Norma Oosthuysen’s sister; Ellen Mokoena’s mother; Terry & Margaret Beechey’s son; Eve Huiskamp & Colleen Gregory’s brother; Marianne van der Meer’s mother; Julia Unger’s mother; Ancilla Donaldson’s father.


Parishioners

	Hanoon Kayat; Mavis Stein; Roberta Paola; Lou Elliott.; Vivienne Mathieu; Luc Pous; Sr. Anne Walshe; Des Bloom; Milly van Gogh; Cathy Hogg; Viaane Karrim; Irene Gliddon; Deryk & Maureen Bayman; Molly Brady; Dennis Farr.
	Hendrika Brock; Isabel Akal; Cleopatra Bennett; ; Antonio Modari; Gail Rossiter; Jenny Ducray; José da Fonseca; Cameron Smith; Colin Seaton; Mary Kidd; Gordon Urquhart; Theo Dormehl; Anthea Jack; Ruth Dods; Joe Dramowski.
	Felicity Harrison; Pat du Trevou; Virgile Bonhomme; Daphne Rahmer; Senba Gonsalves; Shân de Chalain; Yvonne O’Donoghue; Norah Martin; Lynette Roberts.


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL of the Brother of Olga Newby-Fraser.  May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace Amen.

PRESENTATION OF THE NICENE CREED

The Nicene Creed will be presented to the RCIA Catechumens and Candidates at the 6.00pm Mass on Thursday 11th March.

RCIA 2010.

Sunday 7th March: First Scrutiny: 7am Mass
The next meeting will take place on Monday the 8th March at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall.  Topic: “Preparation for the Second Scrutiny”.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Next meeting is on Monday 08th at 7.00pm in the hall.

Urgent appeal – Wylie House are in need of a refrigerator.  Anyone able to assist please contact Ed Boje Cel: 082 772 1616.

We are in urgent need of Tinned beans; tinned fish; packs of soup; maizemeal.
Please remember to bring an item of food for the food basket to Mass each Sunday. We supply requests at the parish door, pensioners at Ray Hulett House, orphanages and needy families. (Beans, tinned fish, packs of cup a soup).
If you forget to bring an item of food, a cash donation can be placed in the small box attached to the food basket. These donations are used solely to replenish our food cupboard. 

(Other projects are funded from the monthly collection and other fundraising.)

Come & See

The final Come and See evening will take place on: 09th March at 7.00pm – 8.30pm.  This short programme provides an introduction to the Catholic Faith.  If you know someone who is interested in Catholicism, searching for faith, seeking God and/or looking for a spiritual home, please invite them to Come & See.  Please contact Father Des. at the Parish Office Tel: 031 5635554.

ADULT FORMATION.

Gospel Sharing: 

Note:  Cancelled this week
Spiritual Formation: 
Wednesday 10th March at 9.30am in the Parish Hall, we will 


be studying “The Book of Psalms.”

A LIFE WORTH LIVING
Our next meeting takes place in the Hall on Wednesday March 10th at 6.00pm
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Our next meeting takes place on Saturday the 20th March at 2.00pm in the Hall. 
Ladies please collect your minutes from the table at the back of the church

LAETARE SUNDAY

The fourth Sunday of Lent in the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar is known as Laetare Sunday.  The term is derived from the opening words of the Latin Mass, “Rejoice (Laetare) Jerusalem” 
(Is 66:10).  The church is called to joyful anticipation of the victory to be won.  This joyful theme provides a brief relief from the penitential emphasis of Lent.  Since the thirteenth century the celebrant of the Eucharist has been permitted to wear rose-coloured vestments which express the change of tone in the Lenten observance.  Laetare Sunday therefore may be called “Rose Sunday”.  To add a special visual effect to Laetare Sunday next Sunday ALL are invited to wear an item of pink clothing.

YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH CORNER.

MINI YOUTH

Pre-schoolers & Grades 1 to 3.  Meet on the 2nd Friday of each Month at 5pm to 6.30pm.
On March 12th Children’s Stations.

For further information contact: Janice Cottingham (073 226 4504 or 031 502 7636)
Y4K

Y4K (Grades 4-7) meet on the 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month, time 5.30 - 7.00pm
Contact Aileen Rodel (0843877188) if you have any queries.
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS.
Will meet every Sunday of the Month from 7.30 – 8.30pm. Lenten Faith-Sharing this Sunday.

For further information contact: Challin Reid: 0845545634.

B A S I C S (YOUNG ADULTS 18-30).

Our meetings will be on the First & Third Sundays of the month, after the 5.45pm Mass. Lenten Faith-Sharing this Sunday.  For further information contact: Edward Abraham: 0837868338; Attilla Molnar: 0835952932 or Lloyd Clark: 0829040579
ROSARY TEAM – THE GOSPEL WITH MARY

Our next meeting takes place on Thursday the 18th March at 9.30am.  Venue: 20 Grosvenor Crescent, Durban North.

LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICES:

Wednesday  24th March at 7.00pm at Immaculate Conception, Pinetown

Monday       29th March at 7.00pm.  at St. Michael’s, Redhill.

Tuesday       30th March at 7.00pm. at Our Lady of Fatima.

· 9 priests, will be available to hear Confessions here at Fatima.  All parishioners are 
encouraged to use this opportunity for their Lenten/Easter Confessions.

· An instruction handout will be available for those who are not familiar with the procedure for 
this service.

· Those who prefer not to use the Penitential Service for the Lenten/Easter Confessions are 
reminded that Confession on Saturdays are at: 11.00am & 4.30pm.

· There will be NO CONFESSIONS  ON HOLY SATURDAY, 3RD APRIL.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Estcourt/Bergville “Grab a Bag” 

It is that time of the year again when the Society appeals firstly, for warm clothing and blankets and, secondly, for food by way of the “Grab a Bag” campaign.  The appeal will run during Lent and whatever is collected will be delivered after Easter, on the 24th April, 2010.

· Warm clothing and blankets can be delivered to the Parish office between 8.30am and 4.30pm.  This worthy cause provides you with an opportunity to have an “autumn” spring-clean and clear out those long forgotten warm items.  

The “brown bags” can be filled in one of two ways:-

· Kensington Square Super Spar have kindly agreed to have pre-packed brown bags available at an in store display at a fixed cost of R65.00.  After payment at the till this bag can either be delivered to the Parish office OR left at the Spar who will store it pending collection by SVDP
·  Whatever your preference, the other options are:
· Place R65.00 in an envelope and drop it in the box attached to the food basket.  SVDP will then 
purchase the bag on your behalf, from Spar

· New Blankets are R35.00 each, therefore, if you want to donate of one blanket and the pre-
packed brown bag R65.00 each  the total cost will be R100.00. 
· For the electronic payment option - (your ref: Name please),  the  Bank details are:  

Account Holder: The Society of St Vincent de Paul    Bank:  First National Bank


Branch Code: 220 426 
Account No: 620 338 60786.

· (Please Fax a copy of deposit slip to: Fax No: 031 563 7599).
DEVELOPING A SENSE OF THE SACRED

A reminder that during this Lenten season we will be making a special effort to renew within ourselves and among us a real sense of that which is sacred.  

Unlike many other Christian communities the church in which we gather is regarded by us as sacred.  It has been solemnly consecrated and dedicated for sacred use.  What we do in the church is always sacred.  

Just as Moses approached the burning bush so too do we approach God when we enter the church. It is his house, consecrated and dedicated to him.  In addition, the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in our church.  We believe that Jesus is really and truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. We need to give a renewed consideration to the reality of being in a sacred place.  Accordingly we must modify our attitude and our behaviour.  Among these attitudes we need to rethink are our dress, behaviour, punctuality, focus, and the manner in which we treat God’s house.

Parents with little children need to teach them about the sacredness of the church and how to behave.  Eating and drinking in church especially during Mass should not be allowed.  Parents are encouraged to visit the church during the week with their children, to spend time in prayer and to instil a sense of the sacred.

DRESS FOR MASS

Please note that some items of clothing, while very fashionable, are not suitable for the Sacred Celebration of Holy Mass.  Among these are: off-the-shoulder dresses, strappy tops, backless dresses and tops, and bare midriffs.  T-Shirts with slogans and advertising should also be avoided.  Please take care when preparing for Holy Mass and be mindful of the sanctity of the church, the sacredness of the Mass and your personal dignity.  Parents should supervise the dress of their children and use this as part of their catechesis on the Mass.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 07th March 2010 to Sunday 14th March 2010

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Harold Hawksley RIP (Joy Hansen) and
Gqibizi Khalo Johannes RIP (Mnqumeni Family)

	
	9.00am
	Giancarlo Marescotti RIP (Thandeka Mthembu)

	
	5.45pm
	Pro Populo

	Monday
	9.00am
	Alice Costigan – In Thanksgiving (Joy Hansen) 

	Tuesday
	6.30am
	Holy Souls RIP (Sandra Teodosio)

	Wednesday
	6.00pm
	Communion Service

	Thursday
	7.00am
	Celebrant’s Intention

	
	6.00pm
	Jenny Jacobs RIP (Anna Esterhuizen)

	Friday
	6.30am
	Bernard & Idah Mthethwa RIP (Gertrude Mthethwa)

	Saturday
	8.00am
	Campaign Against Abortion (Catholic Women’s League)

	Sunday
	7.00am
	Mr & Mrs Assad, Sons & Daughters RIP (Isabel Akal) and
Les Gregory – Special Intention (Colleen Gregory & Eve Huiskamp).

	
	9.00am
	Hugo Bosch RIP (Theresa Kalinowski) and
Veronica & Sean McQuade RIP (McQuade Family)

	
	5.45pm
	Pro Populo

	
	
	


Welcome New Parishioners

	
	Change of Address and/or Phone
	
	Need dedication information

	
	New registration
	
	Moving out of parish

	
	Registered but do not receive mail
	
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	Code
	

	Phone
	

	E Mail
	


Place in the collection basket or hand to a Minister of Hospitality
	Third Sunday of Lent
Year C

	07th March 2010
Lawrence Frizzell

	Commentary

	

	First Reading (Ex 3: :1-8, 13-15).  In ancient times, a country’s deities were considered supreme; immigrants would adopt the names of the gods in the place to which they came – except the people of Israel.  However, with a change of dynasties in Egypt a Pharaoh who did not remember Joseph, began to persecute and enslave the Israelites.  Moses was adopted by the Pharaoh’s daughter, so he was educated in the way that prepared him for a future mission.  However, his first effort to defend his people by violent means was a failure.  Years later, after he had matured in a foreign land God called him to deliver all who groaned under bondage.

The pattern for a call to be a prophet involved a divine intervention in a time of Israel’s need (Jer 1:1-10; Ez 1:1-3:15).  Moses was drawn by something strange about the burning bush but the word of God overwhelmed him.  Fascination and awe go together in any authentic experience of God’s presence.  God bemoaned the suffering of Abraham’s descendants and was going to deliver them from servitude so that they would be free to serve him in their own land.

The mission seemed to be beyond Moses’ ability, so he objected.  The answer, as always, is an assurance of divine help: ‘I will be with you’.  This is the background for the ancient Jewish interpretation of the sacred Name ‘I am who I am’ as a declaration ‘I am present with you.’  Since the Middle Ages both Jewish and Christian scholars have marvelled on the metaphysical implications of a title for the Supreme Being.  However, the God of Israel is remembered throughout all generations as Deliverer and Bestower of gifts (ex 3:15).


	

	Second Reading (1 Cor 10: 1-6.10-12).   Both Jewish and Christian teachers emphasized the need for self-discipline in regard to food, drink and sexual desires.  Because the Greeks knew that self-control was necessary for prowess in sports, St Paul used athletic activities as a basis for this point.  Corinthian Christians and Paul himself would overcome temptation and lethargy by asceticism.

The second way to present this teaching presupposed a good knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures, in this case the Books of Moses.  These narratives are not just ancient history; their preservation in God’s Word is ‘for our instruction, upon whom the end of the ages has come’ (1 Cor 10:11).
The approach developed in the later chapters of Isaiah became a common method for conveying the lessons of history. Persons, places and events of the past were meaningful for their own time and in themselves but they were a basis for interpreting later events.  Thus, the prophet who encouraged the Jews in Babylonian exile to hope for divine help would pray in terms evocative of the Exodus.  In a similar way, St Paul reminded his community that the ancient Israelites were their spiritual ancestors, initiated into intimacy with God through a ‘baptism’ which prepared them to eat ‘spiritual’ food and to drink ‘spiritual’ water.  Under threat of murderous rebellion by a thirsty crowd, Moses’ appeal to God was heard; from the unlikely rock came forth an abundant stream.  As with other memories of the desert wandering, later tradition recalled the gift of water as a constant sign of God’s presence, pointing to the benefits of the final age.  In humility Christians must acknowledge the potential of human weakness to invade the lives of the faithful.  Knowing the history of past ages, we strive to excel in our response of faith to God’s sacramental gifts.



	

	Gospel (Lk 13: 1-9). The human tendency to dig into the past of those who have suffered tragedy is shown by some people listening to Jesus. He could read hearts so he could satisfy their curiosity!  But Jesus pointed rather to the universal human need for a change of heart. Divine judgment is not exercised capriciously or arbitrarily. In the two cases cited, human brutality or engineering misjudgement would be explanations for the death of these unfortunate people.

Hearing this Gospel passage in the season of Lent challenges the Christian community to think about the call to repentance (a change of heart or attitude) that was fundamental to the ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus, even though Luke’s portrayal of the Lord first makes this precise point here.  The challenge, ‘Repent or you will all likewise perish’, is intended to exhort people so that they will examine their own conscience and respond to God’s gifts. However, curiosity returned when a person asked: ‘Lord, will those who are saved be few?’ To this Jesus again exhorted the disciples to strive for entry into God’s kingdom by the narrow door/gate.  Will we have time to reform our lives? The parable about the unfruitful fig tree draws attention to God’s patience yet warns against presumption. When wondering about a wayward neighbour, we should consider that God’s grace is at work and should be productive when the person becomes open to divine gifts. With regard to ourselves, we should not dally, for two reasons. First, no one knows the time of death and personal judgment. Second, gratitude for the abundance of blessings in our lives should bring an ever more fervent response.





































